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Kristin Mathiowetz is currently a freshman at Viterbo University in La Crosse, WI. Majoring
in biology with plans to minor in psychology, she is also a member of the Women’s Soccer
Team. After earning an undergraduate degree, she plans to attend graduate school to
become a physician assistant. Kristin’s parents are Brian and Lauren Mathiowetz. Her
dad, Brian, attended UMW from the fall of 1983 through the spring of 1985 and doubled
majored in agriculture business management and agriculture sales and marketing,
graduating with high distinction.

Haley Hinrichs
This fall Haley will be attending Iowa State University to major in agriculture
exploration and minor in animal science. Agriculture exploration is for
students who do not know what specifically they would like to major in, but
know they would like to major in agriculture. She chose this major as she
has many interests in agriculture from dairy genetics to agriculture
communications. This major will really give her a chance to explore options
and then go from there. Whatever she does and wherever she goes, she would like to use her talents to
share her passion for agriculture.
Both parents, Tim and Nancy Hinrichs, attended the University of Minnesota, Waseca. Her dad
graduated in 1983 with a degree in dairy cattle production, and her mom graduated in 1985 with a degree
in ag business.

The UMW / SSA Alumni Association will plan to meet on
Sunday, August 9, 2015 at Indian Island Winery. Everyone is
welcome to come, join the annual board meeting at 1:00 p.m.
or come to visit. The winery is located five miles south of Smith
Mill on County Road 37. A separate postcard mailing will not
be sent this year. If you have any questions, please call
Deanne at (507) 835-3620.
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Executive Board:
President............................................. Cindy Glamm
Vice-President ................................. David Weinand
Secretary ...................................... Harlan Holmquist
Directors:
Patrick Bowen, Colleen Carlson, Bill Chard, Rochelle
Compart, Dennis Gartner, Cindy Glamm, Harlan
Holmquist, Dale Huelsnitz, Sonia (Henderson)
McNally, Jane Mittelsteadt, Barb Paulson, Dave
Schlauderaff, Kevin Schulz, Ginny Truwe, and Dave
Weinand
Ex-Officio Members:
Ed Frederick, Roger Walker, Tim Penny and
Forrest Izuno
Alumni Association Coordinator:
Deanne Nelson
UMW CONNECTION is published two times a year by the
UMW/SSA Alumni Association at the Southern Research
and Outreach Center, Waseca, MN. Questions or
comments about this publication should be addressed to
Deanne Nelson, Alumni Coordinator, SROC, 35838 120th
St., Waseca, MN 56093-4521. Telephone (507) 835-3620.
E-mail: nelso191@umn.edu
The University of Minnesota is committed to the policy that
all persons shall have equal access to its programs,
facilities, and employment without regard to race, color,
creed, religion, national origin, sex, age, marital status,
disability, public assistance status, veteran status, or
sexual orientation.

To Receive a Copy
of Your Transcript
If you would like to obtain a copy of your transcript from
UMW, send your full name, (and maiden name),
address, and social security number, along with $12.00:
To: University of Minnesota
Transcript Services
130 Coffey Hall
1420 Eckles Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55108
(612) 626-4432
We also offer an online ordering system that can be
used even if the alum does not have an active U of M
Internet ID. As part of that online ordering system,
transcripts can now be sent by PDF (again, for $12 per
transcript). Full information about ordering official
transcripts can be found online at:
http://onestop.umn.edu/grades_and_transcripts/offici
al_transcripts/

Sunday, August 9 ......................................................
Board Meeting 1:00 p.m.
Alumni Open House 1:30-4:00 p.m.
Indian Island Winery
Janesville, MN
Thursday, September 17 ............................................
Southern Research and Outreach Center
OPEN HOUSE
35838 120th Street
Waseca, MN
http://sroc.cfans.umn.edu
Monday, October 19 ...................................................
Board Meeting
Southern Research and Outreach Center
6:30 p.m.
35838 120th Street
Waseca, MN

Funds for the UMW / SSA Alumni Association are
becoming tighter. In an effort to reduce costs, we are
providing the option to receive the newsletter
electronically. If this would be your preferred or an
acceptable method to receiving the newsletter,
please send your email address to
nelso191@umn.edu. In the subject of your email,
please write UMW/SSA Alumni electronic newsletter.
Please indicate the currently mailing address your
newsletter has been mailed to. I will add you to the
email database and you will no longer receive a hard
copy mailed to you. THANK YOU for helping us
reduce costs if this option will work for you.

Did your Address Change?
Remember to report new
contact information!
35838 120th Street
Waseca, MN 56093
(507) 835-3620

Email: nelso191@umn.edu
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Rochelle (Johnson) Compart
I am a 1988 graduate from UMW
with an Ag Business degree and
married to Chris Compart, also a
1988 graduate of UMW with
Animal Science/Agronomy
degrees.
We live on a farm by Nicollet,
MN where we are involved in our
family’s purebred swine breeding
stock and crop farm. We also
have a branded meat business
called Compart Family Farms
where we market and sell meat
to restaurants and grocery
stores. Look for Compart Duroc
in your local Coburns grocery
store!
Chris and I have two children;
Sara is 24 and a Business
Relationship Specialist for
AgQuest Financial in Springfield
and Dusty is 22 and a senior at
South Dakota State University.
He will be working for AgStar
Financial following graduation
this May.
Chris and I enjoy spending
time with family and friends,
volunteering in our church,
community and through 4-H as
well as going fishing. I always
enjoy hearing from my friends
from UMW and would love to
hear from more!
44796 400th St., Nicollet, MN
56074, crcompart@gmail.com

Cindy (Little) Glamm graduated
in spring of 1978 in Ag
Production. I am divorced with 3
children. Tammy (Jake) Jerdee
live in St. Clair, MN; John
(Bethenie) & Brayden Glamm
live in Groton, CT and Terry
Glamm lives in LeMoore, CA.
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I have worked for the USDA Farm Service Agency for 29
years and also work part-time at
Indian Island Winery. I am
involved as officer of our church
Follow Me Pre-School board and
an officer with our local Women
of Today Chapter. PO Box 351
St. Clair, MN 56080,
cglamm@hickorytech.net

Dennis Gartner 1987
After UMW, I graduated from
South Dakota State University
with a BS degree in Animal
Science. I spent three years
working for Rohlfing’s in
Cleveland, MN. I’m now in my
22nd year at Dupont Pioneer in
Mankato, MN as a Senior
Research Associate. I work at a
corn research station where we
develop corn hybrids for the
Southern Minnesota/ Northern
Iowa region.
I married Jill Freking in 1999
and we have two children. Sara
is 14 and Matthew is 12, both
are students at Loyola Catholic
School in Mankato, MN. Their
involvement in 4-H, basketball,
baseball, music and speech
keep us busy.
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In my spare time I enjoy
helping the kids with their 4-H
market lamb project, vegetable
gardening, and the sport of
curling in the winter.
209 Cameo Lane, Mankato, MN
56001, djsmgart@charter.net

Jane Mittelsteadt graduated
1977 in Youth Service & Food
Industry and Technology (2
degrees). Having worked in the
Food industry for over 25 years I
now work as a Materials Handler
at District One Hospital in
Faribault, Minnesota. In 1996,
after working in Texas for 14
years I returned to our family
farm near Janesville and helping
Gary (SSA & UMW graduate).
He does the soybeans, corn and
hay and I manage the selling
of the "Farmer's Market" crops.
We have a roadside stand and
work various local markets. I
especially enjoy the fall when we
have a "pick your own pumpkin
patch" which is open on the
weekends for public and we
have groups during the week. It
is great to see the kids enjoy the
pumpkins and learn a little bit
about farming at the same time.
7561 403rd Ave., Janesville MN
56048
harvesthillsfarms@yahoo.com

New conferencing capabilities make it easy to
join our board meetings without leaving the
comfort of your home/computer! We are
looking for people willing to serve a three-year
term with only 3-4 meetings per year.
Contact Deanne (507) 835-3620 or
nelso191@umn.edu for details.
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Jean Caspers-Simmet, simmet@agrinews.com

"Once There Were No Cows"
by Bonnie Mohr (UMW 1982 graduate)
Bonnie Mohr, known for her rural and inspirational paintings, wrote and
illustrated her first children's book, "Once There Were No Cows" this fall.
Mohr and her husband, John, own Glenmark Genetics near Glencoe. The farm
is also home to Bonnie Mohr Studio.
In her blog, Mohr shared how she had wanted to do a children's book for several years and had been waiting for a
good idea.
"During the wee hours of the night, as I was in the studio painting, the idea came, loud and clear," said Mohr. "As I
got up to stretch from my work, at about 2 a.m., the idea struck like a bolt of lightning! In my head, the title was
announced. I went to the computer, sat down and wrote the story in about an hour. Probably one of the most magical
events of my life."
During the next four months she tweaked and revised the story, but in the end, her work led her back to her original
words and title with few editing changes. From February to July 2014, she created 16 original oil paintings to
accompany the story.
The book debuted in October at World Dairy Expo, where Mohr personalized more than 1,000 books.
Mohr describes the book as a retelling of creation and why God created the cow.
"If you love animals, especially cows, and enjoy books with big pictures and a heartwarming storyline, I think you will
share in my excitement for 'Once There Were No Cows,'" Mohr said.
Eight of Mohr's paintings from the book are available as individual prints or as a book/print package.
Mohr describes the book as a celebration and tribute to dairy farmers and their lifestyle.
"It's a reflection of my own journey, too, growing up a dairy farmer's daughter, marrying a dairy farmer, and now
raising our family on our own dairy farm," Mohr said.
She describes the book as an inspiration story of "how God came to create the most beautiful and majestic creature
— the cow — to help celebrate and support the bond of family and be a foundation for all mankind."
To learn more about the book or to order a copy, visit bonniemohr.com, or call the studio line at 320-864-6642.

Donna (Riesberg) Tupa
Since graduating from UMW in June of '80 in Animal
Health (wow - that's coming up on 35 years ago!).
There were a few years that I jumped from job to job including working as a vet tech & lab tech. I married
Rick in Dec., 1986. We've lived in St. Louis Park since
1989. We have two children. Bradley is 23, and he
graduated from Minnesota State University, Mankato
in May '14 and has moved to the Detroit area for
employment. Abigail is 20 years old and is a junior at
St. Olaf in Northfield and she currently is studying
abroad in Copenhagen. (So, other than the dog, we
have an empty nest.) I have worked from home for
Food Perspectives (located in Plymouth) for the last
14 years as a Customer Care Agent. In my spare time,
I enjoy gardening, camping, and volunteering at our
church - I lead a group who make Braille and large
print books for Lutheran Braille Workers.
3516 Quebec Ave. S., St. Louis Park, MN 55426
dtupa@comcast.net

The Alumni Association of the Southern School of
Agriculture and the University of Minnesota,
Waseca will again offer scholarships. Two $500
scholarships will be awarded to
any child or a grandchild of an
alumnus with a GPA above 3.0.
Must be a high school graduate or
current college freshman.
Scholarship criteria will be available after
October 1.
Deadline is January 11, 2016
Criteria and information on how to apply, will be
available on the Web at:
http://sroc.cfans.umn.edu/UMWSSA/index.htm
or write to Alumni Scholarship Committee,
Southern Research and Outreach Center
35838 120th St., Waseca, MN 56093-4521.
Questions can be directed to:
Deanne Nelson at (507) 835-3620.

Page 5

The Connection

Lyle Carl Guse the son of Fritz and Hattie
(Gahler) Guse was born March 6, 1940, in Waseca,
Minnesota. He died on Sunday, November 2, 2014 at
his home in Ringsted, Iowa at the age of 74.
Lyle attended Southern School of Agriculture in
Waseca and also the University of Minnesota.
Lyle worked as a Carpenter in Waseca. On
August 4, 1963, he was united in marriage to
Paulette Christensen at St. Paul's Lutheran Church in
Ringsted. After their marriage, he started farming
with his father-in-law, RT Christensen. Lyle has
farmed his whole life and enjoyed wood working,
hunting, fishing and especially spending time with his
grandchildren.
He was a member of United Lutheran Church in
Ringsted and a 4-H leader for 17 years.
Left to cherish Lyle's memory are his wife, Paulette of
Ringsted; children, Bruce (Penny) Guse; Loren Guse;
Lois Gent; Kristi Guse; nine grandchildren, Wyatt
Guse; Rebecca Guse; Skylar Gent; Christopher
Gent; Chelsey (Guse) Smith; Shelby Guse; Meranda
(Guse) Miller; Jacob Guse; Elizabeth Guse; one
great-granddaughter, Kynlee Smith; siblings, Herbert
Guse; Carl Guse; Clarence Guse; Marvin Guse;
Ruby Isebrand; Paul Guse; Lila Karrer; Ruth
Schoenfeld; Grace Vitort and Vera Stolt.
He has been preceded in death by his parents;
and sister, Nora Gille.
Loren A. Malling, age 75 of Waseca died on
Saturday, December 6, 2014 at St. Mary’s Hospital in
Rochester.
Born on August 27, 1939 in Bloomington, Illinois,
he was the son of Rev. G.W. and Irma (Vatthauer)
Malling. He graduated from Waseca High School in
1957 and went on to attend Mankato State University.
Loren then served in the U.S. Army and the Army
Reserves for six years. He married Elaine Brandmire on
September 2, 1960 in Janesville. Loren was employed
at Herter’s Inc. in Waseca making bows and later
worked as a custodian at the Southern School of
Agriculture. He continued his employment at the
University of Minnesota –Waseca as a gardener and
following their closing, worked for the Faribault
Vocational Center teaching at the federal prison in
Faribault. In addition, Loren also did taxidermy work
and blade sharpening. He enjoyed hunting, fishing,
camping, golfing, woodworking, and gardening. He also
loved spending time with his grandchildren. Loren was
a member of Trinity Lutheran Church-Wilton and the
Men’s Club. He was also a member of the Waseca
American Legion and Garden Club.
He is survived by his wife, Elaine; two children,
Heidi Malling of Central High, OK and Timothy (Laura)
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Malling of Paynesville; and five grandchildren, Amelia,
Erik, Noah, Margaret and Levi. He is also survived by
two brothers, Arlen (Janette) Malling of New Hope and
Enno (Carol) Malling of Show Low, AZ; and several
nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his
parents.

Robert H. Prail, age 76, of
Janesville, MN, passed away
Sunday, December 7, 2014, at the
Janesville Nursing Home.
Bob Prail, son of Herbert and
Loretta (Davis) Prail, was born on
August 26, 1938 in Waseca, MN. He
attended Trinity Lutheran School and he graduated
from the Southern School of Agriculture in Waseca.
He served active duty in the U.S. Army for six months
and in the Army Reserves for eight years. Bob
worked the family farm for many years alongside his
father, Herb Prail, until his retirement in 1999. He
drove school bus for the Janesville School District
and Trinity Lutheran School. In 1984, he and Janet
became owners of Prail's Bus Service and later built
Prail's Mini Storage. Bob loved children and children
loved him. He was a devoted family man and a man
of faith. He was a lifelong member of Trinity Lutheran
Church in Janesville, and faithfully served as an elder
for over 30 years. He was united in marriage to Janet
Below on May 17, 1959 at Trinity Lutheran Church in
Wilton Township, Waseca, MN. He was a member of
the Janesville Creamery Board, a supervisor on the
Alton Township Board and a member of the
Janesville Chamber of Commerce. He also served on
various boards at Trinity Lutheran Church and
School. He loved to camp, garden and go on rides on
his Allis-Chalmer's tractor. He always enjoyed a
laugh with friends and family.
Bob is survived by his wife, Janet Prail of
Janesville; daughters, Machelle (Hale) Harris of Ft.
Smith, MT, Lori Prail (Jim Forsyth) of Janesville, Patti
(Del) Ziemke of Janesville and Jenny (Mark) Kiner of
Lakeville, MN; grandchildren, Leah, Joel, Ben, Sam,
Dassi, Bobbi, Jamie, Joe, Cody, Chad, Dani, Maddie,
Will, and Gracie; great-grandchildren, Isaac, Brady,
and Adam; sister Bev (Darold) Habeck of St. Peter;
brother-in-law, Curt Collins of Waldorf; sisters-in-law,
Dar (Bob) Peterson of New Richland, Bonnie (Tom)
Crosbie of Owatonna, MN, Lynn (Ann) Below of
Waseca; and by many nieces and nephews, relatives
and friends. He was preceded in death by his
parents, mother and father-in-law, Art and Sylvia
Below; sister, Barb Collins; and grandson, Zachary
Ziemke.
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Obituaries continued
Renee S. Johnson age 57 of Brooklyn Park,
formerly of NE Mpls, Edison graduate of 1975,
passed away on January 29, 2015. In 1978, she
earned an Associates Degree in applied sciences
agricultural production from the U of Minnesota Waseca. In 1983 - she earned an Associates Degree
in electronic technology at Northwestern Electronics
Institute from Minneapolis, MN and worked on
computers. Renee owned and showed 12- 14 horses
in her lifetime. She showed mostly Western, but also
did English riding and cart driving. She owned
Quarter horses, Morgans, Arabians and Morabs.
Renee placed in over 50 horse competitions. She
also loved and owned basset hounds. In 2001, she
was diagnosed with Parkinson's disease.
Preceded in death by parents and nephew.
Survived by sisters, Becky (Dean) Larson and Denise
(Michael) Hogan; 8 nieces and nephews, relatives
and friends.

Errol C. Thompson, age 75 of Faribault, formerly of
Washington D. C., died on Thursday, March 12, 2015
at Pleasant Manor Nursing Home, Faribault. The son
of Grant and Ruth (Fausch) Thompson, was born on
September 28, 1939 in Waseca. Errol graduated
from the Southern School of Agriculture in Waseca in
1957. He attended Dartmouth College and the U of M
(Minneapolis). He worked for the Federal
Government, a computer programmer for the U.S.
Department of Defense in Washington, DC for 31
years.
He is survived by his five siblings, Judith (and
Larry) Sanftner of Northfield, Lorely (and Ron) Lather
of St. James, MO, Ava (Pastor David) Porterfield of
Bryan, TX, Norman (and Jane) Thompson of
Faribault and Neil (and Connie) Thompson of
Firestone, CO, and; many nieces, nephews and
friends. He was preceded in death by his parents.

Lawstuen focused on opening doors for dairy science students
Jean Caspers-Simmet, simmet@agrinews.com
Dave Lawstuen talks to students about the Lely robotic milking system at
Iowa's Dairy Center in Calmar, Iowa.
Lawstuen received the University of Minnesota Gopher Dairy Club Golden
Graduate Award Feb. 22.
CALMAR, Iowa — People opened doors for Dave Lawstuen during his
college career, and he returns the favor for Northeast Iowa Community
College students.
"I don't think I'm a great teacher, but I try to be a facilitator to get the kids
to realize how good they can be," Lawstuen said.
Lawstuen was honored Feb. 22 as the 2015 Gopher Dairy Club Golden
Graduate.
Humble is how colleagues describe Lawstuen.
Lawstuen admits that talking about himself makes him uncomfortable.
"I was surprised and very honored but I can think of a couple dozen graduates who are more deserving,"
Lawstuen said. "The U is a very special place for me."
Lawstuen grew up on a registered Holstein farm at Lanesboro, Minn. He was in 4-H and FFA and showed
cattle at county and district events and the Minnesota State Fair.
"I got my interest in the industry from those youth programs," Lawstuen said. "I was very naive. I didn't even
know what an ACT test was."
He attended the University of Minnesota-Waseca for two years. On the way home from dairy judging in Texas,
coach Mary Huff Nelson asked him what he planned to do next.
"She told me I should go to the University of Minnesota," Lawstuen said. "I didn't think I could do that, but she
talked me into it. Doors opened."
Lawstuen admits to culture shock when he first went to the St. Paul campus. About four weeks into his first
semester, he quit school and returned home because he father was injured in an accident. As he farmed that fall,
he realized that he really wanted to earn a college degree.

Continued on page 7
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Lawstuen - Continued from page 6
"When I returned to school in January, my whole attitude had changed," Lawstuen said.
He was involved in dairy judging, active in the fraternity system and a founding member of the Gopher Dairy Club.
Driving back from judging at Harrisburg, Pa., Lawstuen's coach and professor Les Hansen asked what he planned
to do after graduation
"He said I should consider graduate school," Lawstuen said. "I'd never even pondered that. He encouraged me,
and doors kept opening."
Lawstuen earned a master's degree in animal breeding and genetics with a minor in statistics from the U of M and
went to work for Eastern A.I. Cooperative in Ithaca, N.Y.
When he and his wife, Deb, started their family, they had the opportunity to buy his family farm and move back to
the Midwest. On a trip home, he saw an advertisement for a dairy herd management instructor at NICC at Calmar.
"It was 50 miles from my house," Lawstuen said. "I didn't even know there was a college at Calmar. He got the job,
bought the family farm and moved home.
He'll mark his 20th year at Calmar in August. He and Deb and their two children, Kirstin, 19, and Kyle 18, still live
at Lanesboro and have a small registered Angus herd. Kirstin is a sophomore at the University of Minnesota and
Kyle, a high school senior, plans to attend the U in the fall.
When Lawstuen arrived at Calmar, the school milked 40 cows in a tie-stall barn.
"With a 40-cow dairy, we couldn't afford more than one employee and that was a struggle on weekends and
holidays," Lawstuen said. "I realized this was not unique to the college but was true all through the industry. We
started considering modernizing to a 150-cow herd with a free-stall barn and parlor."
The NICC president at the time, Rob Denson, got wind of the idea and he assembled a team — Paul Brown with
Iowa State University Extension, Clayton County Extension Director Jim Hosch and Elkader veterinarian Ken
Reimer. Richard Ross, at the time co-dean of the ISU College of Agriculture and Veterinary School, also got on
board. The meetings led to the creation of the Northeast Iowa Community-Based Dairy Foundation, which opened
the center in 2000.
"Things have really grown in dairy science but we also have ag business, beef science and vet tech programs
here," Lawstuen said. "Up on campus we have the nation's top John Deere tech program. We've really evolved
into a hub for agriculture with dairy as our focal point."
As chair of dairy operations at Iowa's Dairy Center and dairy science faculty, Lawstuen has seen the herd grow to
300 cows. Half are milked by two robots and half go through a traditional parlor.
"The Dairy Foundation Board and the NICC Board have been so supportive," Lawstuen said. "I don't know where
you could find anything like it. We are in the class room and in less than five minutes we can be out in the barn
looking at three different milking systems — the robots and parallel and herringbone parlors. If we hit a bump in
the herd, we can throw on our coats and go look at the ration and do some problem solving."
Lawstuen's goal is that every student who comes into his classroom leaves with more knowledge and enthusiasm.
His students have gone on to become members of cooperative boards, school boards, leaders in breed
associations and their communities.
He's excited about the future.
"Where I see the biggest opportunity is jobs in the dairy industry," he said. "We need to provide qualified
graduates."
About 40 percent to 50 percent of NICC dairy graduates return home and modernize their family farms.
"As Jed Becker, former Dairy Foundation president says, when a student goes home and the family modernizes
their operation, it's a family farm saved for another generation," Lawstuen said. "That is still our main focus, but I
think we're also in the infancy of robotics and we're positioned to provide more graduates for that industry as well
as the feed, milk quality and genetics industries."

UMW/SSA Alumni, Faculty, and Staff
Where are you?!
In order to have your current name and address in our database, it is important that we hear from you. If you have
already sent in your personal history, we appreciate it. We would also appreciate the names of any friends you
know of that may not be on our mailing list. Please complete the form below so your update can be published in
the next edition of The Connection, include your E-mail address, and send the form below to: nelso191@umn.edu,
or Alumni Association, Southern Research and Outreach Center, 35838 120th St., Waseca, MN 56093-4521.

Name
Maiden
Address
City, State, Zip
Phone Number
Faculty/Staff/Student
E-mail Address
Major
Qtr/Yr of Graduation
Please provide a summary of your personal history, (achievements, family, community activities,
hobbies, travels, etc).

I am interested in serving on the Association board

yes

no

